Durham Mennonite Church
October 11, 2020 Order of Worship
Gathering - 10:15 to 10:30
Announcements – Marcia
Opening Prayer – Marcia
Call to Worship (Psalm 23) – Marcia
Hymn video – Great is Thy Faithfulness
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance
Scripture – Isaiah 25:1-9
Scripture – Matthew 22:1-14
Message – Hope is a Feast by Duane Beck
Communion – Duane
Sharing praise and prayer requests - Jackie
The Lord’s Prayer – Jackie
Blessing for the MCC Quilts - Carol’s Video
Benediction – Duane

Announcements
Opening Prayer
Lord, we call upon you this day to open our hearts to your love,
our ears to your words, our eyes to see the needs of those both
near and far, and our spirits to do your will. Be with us and give us
courage and inspiration for the future of your world, O Lord.
AMEN.

Call to Worship (Psalm 23 KJV)
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine
enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Hymn video - Great is Thy Faithfulness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IiQzzc41z5Q

Prayer of Confession
God of infinite forgiveness,
We implore you this day to forgive those many times
In which we have turned our backs on you by turning away
From the needs of the voiceless, the hopeless, the helpless.
We let ourselves get distracted by schedules and activities
Which drain us of energy and enthusiasm.
Light a fire under us, O God, that we may again
Feel the exciting challenge of being your people.
Heal our wounds of indifference and apathy;
Bring us together in harmony and joy to serve you
And your creation with peace, justice, and hope.
It is in the name of your Son Jesus Christ,
That we offer this prayer. AMEN.

Assurance of Grace
Feel the powerful warmth of God’s love for you!
God is with you, healing and restoring your lives
and bringing you peace.
This is the good news from our persistent and patient God.
AMEN.

Scripture – Matthew 22:1-14
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The
kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding
banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had
been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused
to come.
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who
have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and
fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready.
Come to the wedding banquet.’
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field,
another to his business. 6 The rest seized his servants,
mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He
sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their
city.
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready,
but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street
corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the
servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they
could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was
filled with guests.
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a
man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked,
‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The
man was speechless.
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and
throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.’
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

Scripture – Isaiah 25:1-9
25 LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you and praise your name,
for in perfect faithfulness
you have done wonderful things,
things planned long ago.
2 You have made the city a heap of rubble,
the fortified town a ruin,
the foreigners’ stronghold a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will honor you;
cities of ruthless nations will revere you.
4 You have been a refuge for the poor,
a refuge for the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the storm
and a shade from the heat.
For the breath of the ruthless
is like a storm driving against a wall
5
and like the heat of the desert.
You silence the uproar of foreigners;
as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud,
so the song of the ruthless is stilled.

6 On

this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare
a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine—
the best of meats and the finest of wines.
7 On this mountain he will destroy
the shroud that enfolds all peoples,
the sheet that covers all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears
from all faces;
he will remove his people’s disgrace
from all the earth.
The LORD has spoken.
9 In

that day they will say,

“Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him, and he saved us.
This is the LORD, we trusted in him;
let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”

Message – Hope is a Feast – Duane Beck
Video - (play during message)
https://mixcord.co/acapella/p/6QZqvYzraMTKOR2UiXcADw/?fbclid=IwAR3gY3soNB9zQV3ufK0OwJII
R_P7mzYA_eFv8QMGT7cl9WFWDuNKYrTFveg

Communion – Duane Beck

Praises and Prayer Concerns

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
As we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
And deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
Now and forever. Amen.

Blessing for MCC Quilts - Carol’s Video
Benediction (Philippians 4:4-9)
4 Rejoice

in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally,

brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble,
whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about
such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of
peace will be with you.

